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Information about the General Mobile Radio Service

What is the General Mobile Radio Service?
The General Mobile Radio Service ("GMRS") is a personal radio service available to an individual (one man or
one woman). It is a two-way voice communication service to facilitate the activities of the individual's immediate
family members. Expect a communications range of five to twenty-five miles. You cannot make a telephone call
with a GMRS unit. 

How can I find out more about the GMRS?
The GMRS regulations are in Part 95, Subpart A, of the Commission's Rules. They are written so as to be easy
to use and understand. The sections include (1) General Provisions; (2) Considerations When Planning a GMRS
System; (3) Applying for a GMRS System License; (4) Managing a GMRS System; and (5) Operating a GMRS
Station. Part 95 is contained in the Code of Federal Regulations, Telecommunications, Title 47, Part 80 to End,
for sale by the U.S. Government Printing Office, Superintendent of Documents, Mail Stop: SSOP, Washington,
D.C. 20402-9328. 

Do I need a license?
Yes. Before any station transmits on any channel authorized in the GMRS from any point within or over the
territorial limits of any area where radio services are regulated by the FCC, the responsible party must obtain a
license for a GMRS system. An individual 18 years of age or older, who is not a representative of a foreign
government, is eligible to apply for a GMRS system license. Application for a GMRS system license is made
on FCC Form 574. There is a filing fee. Contact the FCC's National Call Center at 1-888-225-5322 or refer to
FCC Form 1070Q or the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau Fee Filing Guide for information. These forms
can be downloaded from the FCC's web site at http://www.fcc.gov/formpage.html; obtained from fax-on-demand
by dialing (202) 418-0177 from the handset of a fax machine; or by calling the FCC's Forms Distribution Center
at 1-800-418-3676. 

What is a system?
A GMRS system consists of station operators, a mobile station (often comprised of several mobile units) and
sometimes one or more land stations. The classes of land stations are: base station, mobile relay station (often
called a "repeater"), and control stations. A small base station is one that has an antenna no more than 6.1 meters
(20 feet) above the ground or above the tree on which it is mounted and transmits with no more than 5 watts ERP.

Where may I operate my GMRS system?
Normally, you and your family members would communicate between yourselves over the general area of your
residence, such as an urban or rural area. This area must be within the territorial limits of the fifty United States,
the District of Columbia, and the Caribbean and Pacific Insular areas. In transient use, mobile station units from
one GMRS system may communicate through a mobile relay station in another GMRS system with the permission
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of its licensee. The communications may also be with mobile station units from other GMRS systems also with
permission from the licensee to communicate through the mobile relay station.

Which GMRS channels may I use?
There are twenty-three GMRS channels. None of the GMRS channels are assigned for the exclusive use of any
system. License applicants and licensees must cooperate in the selection and use of the channels in order to make
the most effective use of them and to reduce the possibility of interference. 

  Any mobile station or small base station in a GMRS system operating in the simplex mode may transmit
voice type emissions with no more than 5 watts ERP on the following 462 MHz channels: 462.5625, 462.5875,
462.6125, 462.6375, 462.6625, 462.6875 and 462.7125 MHz. These channels are shared with the Family Radio
Service.

  Any mobile station in a GMRS system may transmit on the 467.675 MHz channel to communicate
through a mobile relay station transmitting on the 462.675 MHz channel. The communications must be for the
purpose of soliciting or rendering assistance to a traveler, or for communicating in an emergency pertaining to
the immediate safety of life or the immediate protection of property.

  Each GMRS system license assigns one or two of eight possible channels or channel pairs (one 462
MHz channel and one 467 MHz channel spaced 5 MHz apart), as requested by the applicant. Applicants for
GMRS system licenses are advised to investigate or monitor in order to determine the best available channel(s)
before making their selection. Each applicant must select the channel(s) or channel pair(s)for the stations in the
proposed system from the following list:

• For a base station, mobile relay station, fixed station or mobile station:
462.550, 462.575, 462.600, 462.625, 462.650, 462.675, 462.700 and 462.725
MHz.
• For a mobile station, control station or fixed station in a duplex system:
467.550, 467.575, 467.600, 467.625, 467.650, 467.675, 467.700 and 467.725
MHz.

Every GMRS system station operator must cooperate in sharing the assigned channel with station operators in
other GMRS systems by monitoring the channel before initiating transmissions, waiting until communications
in progress are completed before initiating transmissions, engaging in only permissible communications and
limiting transmissions to the minimum practicable transmission time.

Above are general answers to the questions most frequently asked about the GMRS by individuals. The
information herein does not necessarily apply to those GMRS systems licensed to non-individuals under
grandfathering provisions. For complete information, see the Commission's Rules for the General Mobile Radio
Service, 47 C.F.R. §§ 95.1-95.181.

Are there other private Personal Radio Services 
for short distance two-way voice communications?

Yes. There is the Citizens Band ("CB") Radio Service. You are authorized by CB Rule 3 to operate an FCC
type-accepted CB unit in accordance with the rules. No license document is issued. Expect a communications
range of one to five miles. See Part 95, Subpart D of the Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R. §§ 95.401-95.428.
There is also the Family Radio Service ("FRS"). You are authorized by FRS Rule 1 to operate an FCC certified-
FRS unit in accordance with the rules. No license document is issued. Expect a communications range of less
than one mile. See Part 95, Subpart B of the Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R. §§ 95.191-95.194. 
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